
Although mute, photography nonetheless carries stories 

haunted by loss and the forgotten. An image of a precise 

moment that evokes the ghosts of violence to encourage 

the visitor to fathom the mystery held in the picture. As a 

spectre, photography imposes the brutality of a recurring 

and disturbing presence; photography evokes the missing 

to preserve the past.

In Spectres, the artists Fredi Casco, Teresa Margolles and 

Rosângela Rennó question the essence of photography as 

an object dealing with bereavement.

In his project The Return of the Sorcerers, Fredi Casco 

makes ghosts of history appear: from the dictator Alfredo 

Stroessner, the British writer Henry Graham Greene, to the 

Nazi doctor, Josef Mengele, who had fled to Paraguay to 

escape justice. In this series, Fredi Casco creates a personal 

collection composed by old photographs, confiscated 

negatives and objects found in flea markets of Asunción. 

As an investigator, Fredi Casco crosses the meanderings 

of the past of his country and thus revives the ghosts that 

haunt the Stroessner’s dictatorship.

In Mexico, violence also seeps into art. Teresa Margolles 

evokes the ghosts of missing women in Ciudad Juarez, the 

city in northern Mexico haunted by young girls’ murders and 

disappearances. The black crosses on pink background 

painted on poles, wanted notices posted all over the city, 

murdered women’s faces adorning huge murals: Ciudad 

Juarez shows the marks of an extreme violence against 

women. In her album PM2010 (2012), Teresa Margolles 

collects tabloid cover images that illustrate this femicide 

in a photographic overload. In order to not forget the 

victims and to testify the people’s revolt that desert the 

city, the artist unearthed the ruins of abandoned houses 

in her installation, El Exhumado (2014).
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SPECTRES

Fredi  Casco

Teresa Margolles

Rosângela Rennó                   

“The Photograph is violent: not because it shows violent things, 

but because on each occasion it fills the sight by force, 

and because in it nothing can be refused or transformed”

Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida, 1980
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According to Roland Barthes, photography is "a micro-

death experience" where the photographed person 

becomes a spectre. Thus at the end of the seventies, he 

dusted off old portraits in search of his dead mother. 

Inspired by the book Camera Lucida (1980), Rosângela 

Rennó began a series of images where people hold the 

portrait of a deceased or missing in the middle of a crowd. 

Body of Soul (2009) evokes a mise en abyme and shows 

the ability of photography to hold spirits.

More than a way to mourn or to invoke the missing, these 

works appear as the means to shape the haunting. It is 

through photography and its silences that an in-between 

world comes up to surface and ghosts of violence appear. 

List of works

Rosângela Rennó

Los Angeles (Lori Shepler, Los Angeles Times), 2009

From the Body of Soul (the state of the world) series , 2003 – 2016 

Digital print, inkjet, on Hahnemülle Photo Rag 308 paper

168 x 112 cm

Rosângela Rennó

Assunción (Ruben Alfonso, Reuters), 2009

From the Body of Soul (the state of the world) series, 2003 – 2016 

Digital print, inkjet, on Hahnemülle Photo Rag 308 paper

168 x 112 cm

Rosângela Rennó

Senador Camará (Wania Corredo, O Globo News Agency), 2009

From the Body of Soul (the state of the world) series , 2003 – 2016 

Digital print, inkjet, on Hahnemülle Photo Rag 308 paper

168 x 112 cm

Teresa Margolles

El Exhumado, 2014

Armchair and plastic wrap 

120 x 90 x 110 cm

C-print 

165 x 122 cm

Fredi Casco

The Return of the Sorcerers vol. 2, 2011 

Series of digital prints

21 x 25 cm

Fredi Casco

The Return of the Sorcerers vol. 3, 2012

Digital prints and documents

80 x 120 cm each print and documents A4

Fredi Casco

The Return of the Sorcerers vol. 1, 2005 

Series of digital prints

20 x 25 cm each

Teresa Margolles

Pista de Baile del club "Las Vegas" (Dance floor of the club "Las 

Vegas"), 2016 

Color print on cotton paper

125 x 185 cm
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